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M I N U T E S

Northwest Bead Society General Meeting

April 16, 2009
Members Present:

Cynthia Toops

EvE Phillips

Joe Phillips

Bev Lancaster

Tina Koyama

Sharon Bourquin

Val Thorson

Dorothy McGuiness

Vivian C. Wolf-Wilets

Susan Welch

Mary Irvine

Patricia Hardway

Georgia McMillan

Jeanne Turgeon

Laurinda Anglin

Phyllis Middleton

Patty Flowers

Nora Smids

Laura Jessups

Laura Bowker

Pat Ford-Campbell

Cheron Gelbor
Loralyn Young

Janet Champer

Lynne Magie

Claudia Ebling

Phyllis A. Mayo

Dan Adams

Guests Present:

Bernie McMillan

Claire Leach

Allison Parrott

Holly Landosky

Giselle Blythe

Gloreanne Tribi

Meva Barry

Patty Hieb

Laura Jessup, Co-President, opened the meeting at 7:05 p.m. welcoming guests. She was presiding in Kathy Repp’s absence. She announced that the Seed Bead Guild meeting would be at Maplewood Rock & Gem April 26 from 10:30 to 3:00 with a potluck. The project will be Crystal Flower Bracelet with Jennifer Brown teaching it. There are handouts for the NWBS May and June meetings for us to distribute. The Puget Sound Bead Festival, July 10, 11 and 12, sponsored by the Bead Factory has a free table for the NWBS to use for publicity. We need recruits to “man” the table.

The Bead Society has received several emails regarding stashes of beads, old equipment, polymer clay and equipment to give away. Dan Adams, Co-Vice-President, made several announcements about summer programs at the Tacoma Art Museum - “Metal-Urge”, metal arts in venues throughout downtown Tacoma from June to September, 2009; The Mythological Maps of Nancy Worden, July 16; Materials and Meaning: Looking into the Depths of Contemporary Art Jewelry, June 28 with Carol Knicely, Pam McClusky, Rock Hushka, Cindi Strauss, ending with Helen Drutt; and Tacoma Art Museum Annual Meeting with featured guest speaker, Helen Williams Drutt English, June 29. Cynthia Toops announced that Bruce Metcalf will be at the Bellevue Art Museum the end of June. Cynthia will also be teaching a class in micro mosaics. Georgia McMillan is teaching square stitch at Red Garnet Bead and Button, May 9.
Laura Bowker distributed materials from The Bead Museum which is struggling financially and asking for help. It is half-way to its interim goal of $100,000. It needs $200,000 to stay open. The NWBS Board proposes sending The Bead Museum $2,000 now and every six months for two years for a total of $8,000, if it is still a going concern each six months. Dan said that the point is for the non-profit institute to go to creditors and say we need time - here are the pledges, grants, etc. coming in to pay employees, security, power and lights. Our long-term promise can be used as an example for other bead societies. Laura Bowker has a bead in our anniversary necklace on display there and would like to ask the other members who have a bead in our necklace if they personally would like to donate, also. Vivian Wolf-Wilets made a motion that we send $2,000 now and that we review every six months to see how the NWBS is doing financially and the Bead Museum’s progress toward its goals, awarding them up to $8,000 total. The motion was seconded. There was discussion including a member saying it is important to support The Bead Museum as it is the only one left. The motion carried.
Laura J. thanked Patricia Hardway for her time and effort as Treasurer and announced that Patricia would not be continuing her term through the end of the year. Laura J. called for a volunteer for the Treasurer position as well as Membership Coordinator, Newsletter Publisher to help stamp and label newsletters and write articles, Registration at the door of the Bead Bazaar, and a Vendor Hospitality Coordinator. Susan Welch needs help with deadlines for publicity for the Bazaar. Mary Irvine said that we have 27 vendors signed up and that there are 10 six-foot and 35 eight-foot tables left.

Laura J. said she has sent out reminders for 2009 dues - if they are in error, let her or Lynne know. The NWBS is going to a rolling membership - the date you sign up is the due date.
The picnic is set for July 19 at Woodland Park at the same site as last year.

Dan had Tina Koyama choose the numbers for the door prizes - winners were Patty Flowers, Cheron Gelbor, Loralyn Young, Joe Phillips and Val Thorson.

He introduced Tina Koyama who used to work with the NWBS on the newsletter. He had to admit that he had never seen beaded panties before, like the ones on the table with other pieces of Tina’s work.

Tina gave a two-part presentation. First was a mini-documentary on the Japanese seed bead industry. She toured the Toho and Aiko Bead Factories but was only able to get photos at Miyoki.

The second part of her presentation was about her work which is jewelry and sculpture, with some of it being both jewelry and sculpture.

The meeting adjourned around 8:20 p.m.

Signed:

_____________________________________

Phyllis Morris Middleton, Secretary

